No Ordinary Family

Children’s Ministry Section

Overview – During the month of February we are kicking off our emphasis of No Ordinary Family.  We are currently living in a time where family time is becoming smaller and smaller.  There are many things that attribute to this factor like work, school, sleep, extra-curricular activities, and simply wanting time for ourselves instead of spending it together as a family.

During this intro month each Sunday will focus on a particular topic of family.   Every Sunday School class on February 6th will be looking studying obedience.  Then when you go home your family can discuss what it means to be obedient to God not only individually, but as a family.  

At the end of this month we are asking families to pray about and fill out a commitment card that will outline how they are going to be an extraordinary family, not an ordinary one.   

Feel free to make these lessons your own and tailor them to fit your class. YOU DO NOT HAVE TO DO EVERY ACTIVITY. My goal was to give you enough resources and ideas to drive home these lesson to your class.  If you need any additional resources simply let me know.

EXTRA!!!- Please be sure I have your email addresses on file.  If some of you have some ideas to enhance these lessons I will go ahead and email them to everyone so we all can benefit from it!  

MEMORY VERSES – There are some very creative ways to help your class memorize scripture so please be sure to use those sections.  Coming up with motions to a verse always makes it easier to remember.
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Obedience – Story of Noah

Icebreaker – (All Grades) Simon Says – Play a simple game of Simon Says and at the end talk about how the winner followed the rules and did not get confused during the game.  Life throws many confusing situations at us, but we must stay focused on what God wants us to do and be obedient to Him.  
Coloring Pages (Attached) for younger students
Bible Study – Use any part of this story from the book of Genesis to communicate Noah’s obedience.  Below we have a great example from chapter 7 of obedience.  However, you can use any of the story to stress this obedience to the kids.  For the younger kids it may be good to have them act our building the ark, getting in pairs of animals, and many other parts of the story.

Genesis 7:1-10; 13 – 16

Introduction:
The day had finally come. The ark was finished. No one knows for sure how long it took Noah to build the ark. God said his spirit would not contend with man forever, and said his days will be a hundred and twenty years. Could it have taken Noah that long to build the ark? Perhaps. Because of Noah’s great faith, he was able to persevere until the end. Now, the day has come. It was one thing for Noah to build the ark, but now a different kind of faith was needed. An obedient faith, to get aboard the ark for what may be a very long time. Our story today begins with a clear command from God. 

Read Genesis 7:1-10; 13-16 

Discussion Questions:
1. What did God tell Noah to do and why? (Go into the ark, because God had found him righteous)

2. Was Noah supposed to take only two of every animal? (No, seven of the clean animals)

3. Why seven of the every clean animal? (Perhaps to be used later for sacrifices)

4. How old was Noah when the floodwaters came? (600 years old)

5. How many people went aboard the ark? (Eight)

6. Did Noah go out and search for all the animals and creatures? (No, they came to him)

7. How did Noah show obedience by entering the ark? (He did as God commanded, not fully knowing what would happen, but trusted God for his safety.)

8. Who shut the door? (God)
Memory Verse - “This is love for God; to obey his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, for everyone born of God overcomes the world.” (1 John 5: 3,4a NIV)

For this activity you will need a soft ball, rolled up sock or a beanbag. Have the kids look up the verse in their Bibles and read it several times. Then form a circle and give one kid the ball. The child must say, “This is love for God”, and then toss the ball to someone else. The child catching the ball must say, “to obey his commands”, then tosses the ball to someone else who will say, “And his commands are not burdensome”, and so on. Repeat enough times so everyone has a chance to say a part of the verse.
Activities:  

Follow The Rules Quiz – Attached Following the rules is very important. We must be careful. Sometimes we overlook the obvious. At the end of this sheet it simply says to hand the quiz back to the teacher, but many of the students will simply start doing what it says. [image: image1.png]


 

Preparation:
Before class, print or make copies of the quiz sheet for each child.

What you will do: 
Give each child one copy of the quiz sheet and a pencil. Instruct them to take the quiz, paying close attention to the instructions. (This quiz is an old favorite, and has appeared in several different forms with different questions. Some children may already be familiar with it. You will know if they finish quickly. If this happens, have them observe the rest of the class and decide who performed the best.)

Discussion Questions:
1. How many of you thought you were doing a good job by doing what each question said?
2. Why was it so easy to miss the important instruction at the beginning of the quiz?
3. What does this quiz teach us about God’s instructions?
4. Where do we find God’s instructions?

The Mural Story – (Read to Kids)  This is a story about two boys who were good friends and in the same third grade class. The two boys were well behaved and pretty much obeyed all the class rules, especially when given by their teacher, Mr. Pointer. Mr. Pointer you see was a middle-aged man with children of his own. In fact, one of the boys was his own son, named Pointe. The other boy’s name was Freddie.

One day, Mr. Pointer announced to the class that they were going to do a special project. Each student was given a huge piece of construction paper, and some artist’s pencils. 

After distributing all the materials, Mr. Pointer went up to the boys. He gave them a huge odd shaped piece of paper and several brown pencils. The other children also got either brown or green pencils. The children whined, “How come we all have the same colors? This is boring, just brown and green.”

“There is a very good reason for that,” Mr. Pointer explained. “It is a big surprise for everybody! I would like for each one of you to color in the spaces exactly as they are marked. If it says green, color it green. If it says brown, color it brown. This project will take many days. It is due by the end of this month. That means you guys have about twenty-eight days to finish it. You will be graded on this, but not towards passing the third grade. It is just a good, fun project for everyone and I guarantee you, it will be worth it. Make the color even all over. Now, don't ask any more questions." 

After school, everyone hurried right home to tell their parents about the special project, except for Freddie and Pointe. “I think this is really boring,” Pointe complained. “My dad knows I like to draw, but to color this huge paper in one color? How dumb!” 

Freddie just shrugged his shoulders. “Yeah, but I guess it has to be done that way though. Well, bye Pointe, I better get home now.” 

When Pointe got home, he bugged his dad, asking,. “What's the surprise dad! You can tell me. I won’t say anything to the class, I promise.” 

Mr. Pointer just smiled and said, “Well, Pointe, you know very well I don’t show favoritism. Just finish your project exactly like I said.”

Many days passed. Although it took what seemed like forever, everyone patiently colored in the spaces with brown or green. Although Freddie was tempted to just throw away the paper, he still had enough sense to finish his work. Pointe finished his too, but somewhat differently. His paper was brown all right, but he used different colors than what his father gave him. Some areas were a few shades lighter. He thought if he used colors in different shades, it would be much more interesting. Besides, it was still brown. He also outlined the spaces real dark to make a more distinctive look.

The day finally came to turn in the papers. Everyone proudly told Mr. Pointer how hard they worked on the project. Mr. Pointer was pleased and then told everyone the big surprise. “Today, all of the third grade classes in our school are going to take a field trip to the hospital for children. We're going to visit these special children who are sick and present them a mural that we’ll put in the hospital lobby. This is something everyone will feel good about."

So off they went. First they visited several children. Then the time came to participate in constructing the mural. Everyone got an opportunity to paste his or her work of art on the wall in the proper spot. When everyone was finished, they stepped back to admire the wall. 

The Mural was a scene of Noah’s Ark. All the animals, plants and trees were in their right places. They were all in beautiful shades of many different colors. Mr. Pointer's class was responsible for the ark and trees. Right there in the middle was the ark, big and brown. But there was something peculiar about the roof. It looked like it didn’t belong there! The roof had dark outlines around it and it was much different in color than the rest of the ark. The children started laughing. Almost at the same time they looked at Pointe. Mr. Pointer quickly calmed the students down and gave Pointe a sad but reassuring look. Pointe was so embarrassed he didn’t speak to anyone during the trip home. 

At home, Mr. Pointer finally spoke to Pointe. “I guess you were a little disappointed today, but I’m sure you learned a valuable lesson. The reason I gave you and Freddie that special part of the ark is because I thought you two would enjoy working together. The rules I gave were important so the finished mural would look right. Remember, there are things in life that may seem boring, or may not make sense right away, but rules are meant to be followed, not broken. Obeying the rules will always be rewarded in the end." 

Mr Pointer calmly continued, "Don’t worry, I have another piece left for you to color again. We will go back to change the roof, and maybe we can do our own private visit with some of the children. Perhaps you can bring a toy to give as a gift.” 

Then Mr. Pointer and Pointe gave each other a big hug. 

Path to Great Treasure Game

Materials – 6 index cards and candy for the class

Preparation:
Prepare the six index cards as indicated. Before anyone arrives at class, stick the cards in their appropriate place to set up the game (under the table, on a door, a wall, a chair, and in your pocket.) If you have a way to hide the treats in your classroom, the last card can direct the kids to the hiding place. 
 
What you will do:
This is a game for the class to play together. The object is for the children to follow clues and instructions that will lead them to a surprise treat at the end of the game. You will pick one of the children to be the leader, and hand them the first card sealed in an envelope. Have them open it and read the card. Let the kids know that there will be other cards to read along the way, and a different child must read each card. (This is to make sure everyone has a part in the game.) The class must follow the clue on the first card to get to the next and the next and so on. If a card has instructions, they must carry out those instructions correctly before getting the next card. 


Cards and Order of play: 

[image: image2.png]Card 1 (sealed in an envelope)

Card 2 (under the table)

Aclue to your treasure is under
the table

How many verses are
in Psalm 1032 Give your answer
to the teacherfor your next clue.

Card 3 (taped to the door)

Wrte the names of 4 books of the
Bible that begin with "E” for your
next clue

Teacher gives out next clue

"Your next clue is under one of the
chairs.”

4

Teacher gives out next clue

"Your next clue is on a card taped
somewhere on the wall "

Card 5 (under a chair)

Teacher gives out next clue

"Your next due is taped to the
., door”

Card 4 (taped to the wall)

Everyone must count to 15 while
jumping on one foot for the next
clue

Card 6 (in teachers pocket)

Your next clue s in the
teachers pocket

Congratulation! You have found
the treasure






What you will say: 
Following the clues and instructions given in this game led us to a great reward. But did you know following God’s instructions also leads to great rewards? It’s true. God’s Word, the Bible is full of instructions. Some tell us how we should treat others. Some are about how to worship Him. Some point out things that are bad and sinful and that we should never do. Also, the Bible gives us instructions on how to let Jesus live in our hearts. When we obey these instructions, and do what God says, we are rewarded with not only with many blessings and joy, but also with eternal life with Jesus.

Take It Home - Along with your child, create a simple game that both of you can play. Agree on rules for the game. An example may be to name different kinds of animals, but the name must have the letter 'R", like alligator, raven, etc. Explain why games are more fun with rules.

Discussion questions:
To play our game, is it important to obey the rules? Why?
What would happen if our rules were not obeyed?
Why is it important to be obedient?
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Discipleship – A Look at Joshua & His Family
Icebreaker: Family comparisons…Have a few questions on your whiteboard about families and take some time having the kids answer the questions.  Some examples are as follows, but you can come up with your own also.

· Do you have any brothers or sisters?

· What is your favorite thing about them?

· Where is the best place your family has been on vacation?

· Who is your craziest family member and why?

· Does your family have any pets?

· What is your favorite thing your family does together?

Bible Study:

Introduction:
Our story today is about a time when Joshua was talking with the Israelites. He knew they were falling away from worshipping the one true God, so he gave the people a choice. To continue what they were doing, or give up their evil ways and serve the one and only God. As we read the story together, pretend you are with your family, and Joshua is speaking to you. 

Read the following passage as the kids follow along in their Bibles.   Older classes can of course take turns reading.
Joshua 24: 14-24 (Serving the Lord)

Discussion Questions: 
1. Whom did Joshua say he and his household would serve? (The Lord)

2. Who belongs to Joshua’s household? 

3. What did the people need to give up so they could serve the Lord? (Foreign gods)

· If your class can handle this now may be a good time to talk about some things we have now as “foreign gods” like TV, video games, etc.


4. How did the people respond to Joshua? (They would serve the Lord)

5. What would happen if the people chose to serve foreign gods in verse 19? (Bring disaster)

6. Can a family serve the Lord and foreign gods at the same time? (No) Why? 
Memory Verse  "As for me and my household, we will serve the Lord." Joshua 24:15 
Me and My House (Puzzle) attached.  Make copies of the verse for each child, or they could do this as groups if you are teaching one of the younger classes.
Activities 

Thermos Object Lesson – Supplies needed…THERMOS   

What you will do: 
You will show everyone the thermos and explain how it can keep things warm for a very long time. You will compare the protection of a thermos to how God protects the Christian family and gives it many blessings. 

What you will say:
This is a thermos. A thermos is a very interesting invention. What do we do with a thermos? (Allow for answers.) If we put something cold inside, like fruit punch or milk, the thermos keeps it cold for a long time. If we put something hot inside, like soup or coffee (yuck), it keeps it warm for a long time. 

Today, we want to concentrate on a thermos keeping something warm. A thermos acts as an insulator to keep the outside temperature from changing the temperature of the inside. With a thermos, it takes a long time for something warm to become cool. 

Christian families are kind of like a thermos keeping something warm. The world outside may be cold and evil, but God uses the Christian family like a thermos to give each other support, provide warmth, comfort, protection, and faith. When people are part of a Christian family, God helps them keep warm for a very long time. 

We need to be thankful when we belong to a Christian family. Many children do not. These children may seem happy sometimes, but they are really missing something. Everyone in a Christian family can be filled with real joy. The Bible tells us of a man who worked in a jail. Right after hearing the good news about Jesus from the disciples, he was baptized along with his entire family. Then he invited the disciples into his house for a meal. The man and his whole family were filled with joy because they came to believe in God. (Acts 16:31-34)

Christian Family Values attached

This is simply a worksheet that goes over some different families and ways they served the Lord.  

One Kids Treasure Story

one day Andy came home from school and sat down gloomily in the living room. His father was in his favorite chair, reading the paper when he turned to look with concern towards Andy.

“Andy, why the long face?” he asked.

Not looking at him Andy replied, “My teacher said we have to bring something of value to class for "show & tell" this week. Dad, it’s terrible, the only thing I own that’s valuable is my old rusty bike. I don’t want to bring that, everyone at school already laughs at me."

“Well, it’s not that old or rusty, and you need it to go to school. You don’t want to throw it away do you?” His father asked. 

 “No, but I have an idea, how about a new one? My tenth birthday is coming up and that can be my birthday gift in advance. Then I can show everyone in school that I have a new bike.”

“Hmmm, I have a better idea," said his father. I’ll go ahead and give your gift in advance, how’s that? But it’s not a bike.” He motioned for Andy to follow him with a look of excitement on his face. “Come with me to the barn!”

Andy jumped off the chair with anticipation. “Oh Dad, you are so cool. Hurry, I’ll meet you there.” And off he ran.

At the barn, Andy saw nothing new, just the same old rusty tools hanging on the walls. He was so disappointed tears started flowing from his eyes.

“Son, don’t cry. I have something for you.”

His dad walked over to the farthest wall and took down an old, odd looking shovel and gave it to Andy.

“Dad, how could you! This is the oldest thing on planet earth!” he complained as he threw the shovel on the ground and then started to cry again.

“Andy, please listen to me. If you come with me, I promise you will have something great for show & tell.”

Andy dried his tears with his sleeve and went with his dad to a remote area of the farm. His dad started to dig in the ground. Sometimes Andy helped. They dug and dug as the minutes turned into hours. The sun had nearly gone down for the day before the digging stopped. That night, the light in Andy’s bedroom stayed on until the wee hours of the morning.

A few days later, Andy walked into his classroom carrying that very old shovel and a small wooden box. The other children were carrying their valuables too: fluffy teddy bears, porcelain dolls, boxes of baseball cards, sports uniforms, coin collections. Someone even brought a brand new Nintendo Game Cube. Everyone seemed to give Andy a snickering look.

Finally the show and tell time started. The children were all in attention, and you could hear all the ooohs and aaahs. Then it was Andy’s turn.

He began speaking, “Next Monday, is my tenth birthday, and my Dad gave me my most precious gift.” He held up the shovel as he continued. “This shovel is more than a 150 years old…” suddenly, the classroom became really quiet with all eyes fixed on the shovel.

“Andy, is that a shovel for a treasure hunt, do you have gold with you?” One of the classmates asked. With that the kids walked up front to get a closer look.

“No I don’t have gold, but something better.” Andy said as he took out a small Bible, a few photographs, some old rusty trinkets, and a bunch of letters.

"This is a very old Bible, dating back to the 1700’s. That's more than 300 years ago. It originally belonged to my great, great, great, and many more greats, grandfather. It has the names of the sons of every generation. It now has my name too. The little trinkets are toys from when each one was a little kid. And these are letters from each of their fathers. You see, generation after generation each father gave this shovel to his son to dig out these same treasures. The family history is the treasure that each son receives on his tenth birthday. Let me read my grandfather’s letter to my dad. 
  

	“Son, this treasure may not be gold in your eyes, but as you grow older and wiser, I pray that it becomes your most prized possession. 

As you can see, these letters give you a glimpse of our history about the fathers and sons in each generation of our family. Touching these items and reading these letters, you will know how much care and love there is in our family. 

Now it is my turn to write to you. Just like you, I dug this treasure with my father when I was a young boy, and I was also kind of disappointed at first. But after I realized how much I was loved by all the fathers of each generation, this old box and what is inside became my golden treasure. It gave me memories that I will never forget. 

When you read this Bible, although the pages are well worn, you will find a message that is beautiful and strong. It will keep your path straight as you grow older. I hope you keep this in your heart as I did, and the fathers did before me. Most of all, as you read through these letters, about my love and their love, may God touch your heart to help you to give these same treasures to your own son, on his tenth birthday.”



“I know these things are old, but they are gold to me,” Andy concluded with a slight tear in his eye. Then he took his box and sat down. 

When the show and tell was over, the teacher addressed the class. “Alright class, thank you everyone for such a wonderful show and tell time. You can now all get up and look at each others treasures.” 

As the kids all got up from their chairs, the teacher started towards Andy’s box to take a look inside. Suddenly she stopped. There inside the box she saw a sign in Andy's handwriting that read, 



“VALUABLE, PLEASE DON’T TOUCH.” 
Take It Home: One day this week, discuss with your child how a christian home can be different from other homes, in the following areas:
1. Praying
2. Showing hospitality
3. Giving of time or money
4. Watching television
5. Mealtime
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Prayer – James breaks it down
Icebreaker:  How would I react –Attached sheet gives different situations that may lead to prayer. Have one ready for each student as they come in.
For younger children, you may simply want to read to the different situations found in this activity to them. Then you can discuss what their answers would be to each instead of having them write them down.

Lesson

Introduction:
James closes out his letter with a very important topic. Can you guess what that is? (prayer) Let’s read and find out exactly what James wrote about prayer.

Read the passage two times. The first time, tell the kids to count the number of times James uses the word pray or prayer. (It is found 7 times.) For the younger kids you may want them to do a certain motion or activity when they hear that word.  In this short passage, seven times is quite a lot. Prayer must be very important. Read the passage again as the children follow along. This time have them listen for the different kinds of prayer mentioned. 

Read James 5:13-18 

Discussion Questions:
1. James gives three examples when we should pray. What are they? (When in trouble, when happy and when sick- James 5:13-14.) 

2. What should we pray for when....
     We are in trouble? (Pray for help or guidance.)
     We are happy? (Give prayers of praise, or songs of praise.)
     We are sick? (Pray for healing.)
     We have sinned? (Pray for forgiveness.)

3. Why do you think James talks about oil in verse 14? (Allow for discussion.)

In the Old Testament, when someone was anointed with oil, it symbolized that they were now set apart for God. But oil was also used as something else. Oil was used as medicine to heal wounds. In other words, the elders, who were there to help people in the church, would come and pray over anyone who was sick. If there was anything the elder could do, he would do it. Say for instance that you have a really bad cold. Someone can pray over you, but you also need to take your medicine.

4. How are sin and sickness related in verses 15 and 16? (Allow for discussion.)

Some people’s sin actually causes them to get sick. Have you ever done something bad and hid it from your parents. Have you ever felt so bad about doing that bad thing, that your stomach started hurting? This is one case when you would need to confess and tell your parents what you did. This is just one simple example of how sin can affect your health.

5. Why should we pray for each other? (We should help each other every way we can, but especially through prayer!)

6. When you know someone is struggling with something, what's one thing you can always do? (Pray.) 

7. In verse 16, James says, "The prayer of the righteous man is powerful and effective." What does righteous mean? (Acting in a morally correct manner.) 

8. Who is the righteous man who has powerful and effective prayers? (Allow the kids an opportunity to answer.)

Actually, James is talking about us. However, we are not naturally righteous people. Philippians 3:9 says our righteousness doesn't come from us, but through faith in Jesus. We can be righteous because of Christ in us, and when we pray we can trust that God hears our prayers.

Memory Verse – This would be a good one to have your class come up with motions for. Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. James 5: 16 NIV
Activity: 

Snack Time – Have some pretzels and talk about this story…The history of the pretzel dates back to 600 AD when a monk in the area between France and Italy was playing with dough left over from the daily baking. While he was playing he came up with a unique twist that looked like arms crossed in prayer. This baked "pretiola" was given to children as a reward for their reverence.

 This treat gained in popularity, and as was the culture of the time, spread to other monasteries over the Alps into Austria and Germany where it came to be known as the "pretzel". It became more popular with time becoming a symbol in marriage (broken like a wishbone at the ceremony), saving a city (pretzel bakers heard the Turks burrowing under the walls of Vienna in 1510 A.D. and called out the alarm and saved the city), and becoming a religious symbol (a page in the prayer book used by Catharine of Cleves depicts St. Bartholomew surrounded by pretzels which were thought to bring good luck, prosperity and spiritual wholeness.)

Prayer Chain

Materials:
Dog Tags – See attached PDF
Reinforcement Labels (Optional)
String or small chain
Pens or markers
Scissors
Hole Punch

Preparation:
Before class print the dog tags so that each child gets 4 or 5 dog tags. Cut length of string in lengths of approximately 24 inches, one per child, or obtain inexpensive neck chains

What you will do: 
Depending on the age of the children you can have the kids cut out the dog tags or you can have the dog tags prepared ahead of time. Give each of the kids 4 or 5 dog tags, string or small chain, and reinforcement labels. The reinforcement label, if used, should be placed on the back of the dog tag around the hole at the top of the dog tag. To see an example of completed project click here 

Have the kids write their names and one prayer request on each dog tag. The kids will then exchange their dog tags with others in the class. (Depending on the size of the class you may want to have the kids make enough dog tags so that they can exchange one of their dog tags with each member of the class - This will help to avoid popularity contests, etc.) Once the kids have collected their fellow students' dog tags they will thread them onto the string or small chain to make a necklace. Tell the kids that they should take time each day during the week to look at each dog tag, and then pray for the particular student's request.

Prayer Skits

Preparation: 
Print out several copies of each Prayer Skit page.(attached) Also, print an extra copy to use as a reference. These short skits can be performed as role plays, or if available you can use finger or stick puppets. If you are using puppets, you will need 2 girls and 2 boys to play all the different parts. 
What you will do during class: 
Ask for volunteers to play the parts in each mini skit. Let the kids pick who will actually play or perform each part, and allow a few minutes to practice. When they are ready, read the title of the skit and introduction before the teams act out their parts. 


After each skit, ask the class the following questions:

Discussion Questions:
1. What did they pray for in this skit?
2. What can we learn from this skit about prayer?
3. At what other times would a similar prayer be helpful? 

There are many times when we should pray. The Bible says we should pray unceasingly. That means all the time. From our little skits, we saw that we can feel better when we pray. Prayer can help to remove fear. We can praise God through prayer. It is not always easy to pray aloud, but God doesn't care how we sound. He only cares that we pray.

Take It Home: Spend extra time with your child this week in prayer. Ask your child to look for opportunities to pray, and give suggestions of how they can pray for each one. This is a great time to start a prayer journal with your child. You can purchase an inexpensive notepad or notebook. Teach your child how to record their prayers by date, and also write down how God answered each prayer.
February 27, 2011

Serving – The Good Samaritan

Icebreaker:  Serving Relay Race – Get a tray from the kitchen and have kids see who can balance the most items on the tray or get two trays and have them do relay races with various items from the room or that you bring from home.  Fake fruits would be great for this activity.  Talk about how servers at a restaurant are different than servants of the Lord.  
Coloring Page K,1st see attached – Shows how we can serve God with our bodies.
Lesson :

Good Samaritan  Luke 10:25-37  This is a great story to have your kids act out.  They always get a kick out of someone playing the donkey.  It may take a while but is well worth it.  Be sure that the robbers don’t really assault our person the Samaritan helps.

Read Luke 10:25-37 

Discussion Questions:
1. How did Jesus say we are to love our neighbors? (Just as we love ourselves.) 

2. In our story today, why did two of the people pass by the man in need? (They put their needs, before the needs of the injured man. They did not have a servant's heart.)

3. Why did the Samaritan man stop and take the time to help the man in need? (He had compassion and a servant's heart. He put the other man's needs before his own.)

4. Those who passed by the man without helping may have made many excuses as to why they couldn't help him, although in their hearts they knew they were doing the wrong thing. What type of excuses might we make when it comes to helping others? (Let the children share their answers.)

5. If you were hurt and needed assistance, what type of person would you want to help you? (A person like the Good Samaritan.) 
  
6. What type of person does Jesus want us to be? (Jesus wants us to be like the Good Samaritan. Jesus wants us to have a servant's heart.)

7. What are some practical ways we can help others in our neighborhoods, schools or churches? (Let the children share their answers. If necesssary start the discussion by providing some of the following: Befriend the unpopular classmate in school, cut the grass or bake cookies for the elderly neighbor, invite neighbors to church.) 
Take some time to develop this one, and maybe even come up with a way you can serve as a class or as families at home!  This should be at least 10 minutes of your class time.

8. Jesus is the prefect example of a servant. Let's take a few moments to name some of the things He gave up in order to help us. (He left Heaven and all it's splendor, He gave His very life, He was treated cruelly by those He came to help.)

Memory Verse: 

Matthew 22:37-39 Love Lord Your God all heart soul mind Have the children find Matthew 22:37-39 in their Bibles. Ask for a volunteer to read the verse. Write the key points of the verse on a whiteboard. (Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and mind. & Love your neighbor as yourself) Ask children how we can follow each these commands. List their answers under the appropriate point on the whiteboard. After compiling the list, read the verse to the children again.
Activity 
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD - 
Last year we turned in over 200 boxes. This year I would love for us to have over 500 boxes.  This is a great tangible way for our kids to serve kids in another country.  Take some time to talk about OCC today and have them already start making their boxes.  I know it is early, but we can start now!!  Encourage your students to start thinking about this!

You Helped Me, Attached – Helps kids figure out when God helped them out and that they should help others.  Takes some advance prep.

Thank You Note - It is always important to thank those who have helped us. Remember the leper, which when healed, came back to thank Jesus. There are countless stories in the Bible when people were thankful to God and others. There are also many times in our own lives when we have the opportunity to say thank you.

During this activity, you will each get a worksheet. You will be creating a thank you note, to thank someone that has helped you in the past. Once you get the worksheet, you will draw three pictures, one in each square, showing why you were glad that the person helped you. Use the space provided to write a short note explaining why you are thankful to the person who helped you. 

If time permits, the children can create several thank you notes or take additional sheets home.
Joy of Sacrifice Skit – See attached for K – 3rd grade.  You may want to enlist some adults to perform the skit for the kids.

Take It Home - Discuss some practical ways that your family can help others in the neighborhood, school or church. It could be something as easy as befriending the unpopular classmate in school, cutting the grass or baking cookies for the elderly neighbor, or inviting neighbors to church. Plan to act on several, if not all, of the ideas that you've discussed.
