[image: image7.png]



What is “No Ordinary Family”? This is the name of the year long emphasis of Trinity Baptist Church in  2011. It is the belief of the Pastoral leadership of Trinity Baptist Church that a major cause of dysfunction in our society is caused by the breakdown of the family unit.

In 2011 Trinity Baptist is challenged to become “No Ordinary Family” …to move beyond an ordinary family to become an extraordinary family. Therefore, each family is challenged to make Christ and his teachings the filter by which they live out every day. 

The SMBS lessons on Sunday mornings during the Month of February are one of many emphases that the church body will experience during 2011.

For a full explanation for the emphasis please see the “No Ordinary Family” brochure on the church wide emphasis  

How are the lessons to be taught?
 These lessons are discussion driven.
In today’s society families take various forms. Single, Senior Single, Blended families, Couples with no children, empty nesters, and the traditional family.

AS the teacher please use the content of the lessons and make application to the particular age group and family types within your class. 

THE OBEDIENT FAMILY

FEBRUARY 6, 2011
In today’s lesson class members will be challenged to understand that the first step to becoming No ordinary Family. 

The First step is to becoming “No Ordinary Family” is to make commitment to become an obedient family.
Obedience in the daily Christian walk is the bottom line evidence of our relationship with Christ. Obedience sounds easy. It is easy to obey when we are challenged to obey in areas of our life that we are already obedient. The challenge comes when we are faced to be obedient in areas of our life in which we are disobedient.

The first step in becoming “No Ordinary Family” is to be obedient. Let’s look at Today’s lesson for some insight.  

“slaves” (v. 5)—Paul addressed slaves to teach them how their newfound faith in Christ should affect their service to their human masters.
“obey” (v. 5)—To submit to the wishes of someone in authority even though you may not want to.  The only exceptions would be if the request was unbiblical, unethical, or immoral.
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“fear and trembling” (v. 5)—A profound reverence or respect for both the person in authority and the Lord who will hold you accountable for your attitudes and actions.

“sincere heart” (v. 5)—Serving from a sincere desire to please and not with a hypocritical or ulterior motive.
“eye-service” (v. 6)—Diligent labor performed only when the boss is around and laziness when he or she is not.

“people pleasers” (v. 6)—The motive for serving is solely for the approval of men.

“servants of Christ” (v. 6)—Although a slave at the present moment is “owned” by another human being, ultimately all believers belong to Christ who is their heavenly Master.
“doing the will of God from the heart” (v. 6)—A believer has a sincere desire to obey the commandments of the Lord to the best of his or her ability.
“rendering service with a good will as to the Lord” (v. 7)—A servant must give his or her best effort, their whole hearted devotion, for in reality, they are not serving man but Christ.
“receive back from the Lord” (v. 8)—Those in authority over you may not appreciate your service or even be aware of what you have done but the Lord knows everything that you have done and will reward you accordingly.
“Masters, do the same to them” (v. 9)—Every person in a position of authority should treat those under their authority with respect and honor because to do so is to show respect and honor to God (Matthew 7:12).  This is an example of the principle of mutual submission (Ephesians 5:21).
“stop your threatening” (v. 9)—The person in authority must not lord his authority over those under his authority.
“knowing that ﻿he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven” (v. 9)—The person in authority must remember that the Lord in heaven sees everything and both master and slave will each give an account to God for their actions.

 “no partiality” (v. 9)—Although people may be at different social levels in society, we are all equal before God (Acts 10:34; James 2:11; I Peter 1:17).
FELLOWSHIP TIME (Remember class starts at either 8:00 a.m. 9:15, or 10:45)  [image: image2.png]


 15 Minutes
Spend the first fifteen minutes of your time together speaking with one-another and greeting any guests.
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 10 Minutes
Pass out the brochure “No Ordinary family” and walk the class through the brochure so that everyone has a clear understanding of the emphasis in 2011. To get the discussion started, ask the following “Icebreaker” question:
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 5 Minutes
Introduction to the Lesson: Ask:

Think of a family that you look up to as having a great family.  What is it specifically about that family that you admire?  Why do you admire that specific characteristic?
In our text today, the Apostle Paul is specifically speaking to slaves and masters who have both recently come to faith in Christ.  Paul wanted them both to understand how their faith should affect the way that they served and treated other people.  Although none of us are in bondage or servitude today, several principles from this passage directly apply to us as we seek to honor Christ.
SCRIPTURE READING

Either, ask a volunteer to read Ephesians 6:5-9 aloud to the group or you as the teacher read the passage.
A CLOSER LOOK AT THE TEXT  [image: image5.png]


 20 Minutes
In this section of the lesson you as the teacher are encouraged to expound on the scripture while making practical application for every day living. Participatory learning is the best. Therefore ask the questions and allow for discussion. Illustrate/show/tell examples for each verse. 

AVOID SIMPLISTIC GENERALIZATIONS. CLASS MEMBERS NEED REAL LIFE EXAMPLES OF WHAT IT MEANS TO BE OBEDIENT IN EVERY DAY LIVING. 
Paul commanded: “Slaves, obey your earthly masters﻿…” (Ephesians 6:5) and then described the qualities of this obedience (Ephesians 6:5-8).  According to our text, in what ways should a servant obey his or her master and how can we practically apply the admonition in our families today?  
· “Slaves, obey your earthly masters with fear and trembling” (Ephesians 6:5).  
· The father and mother, grandparents and significant others in the family structure should both teach and model a profound respect for all who are in authority by respecting each other, by treating their children with respect, and by respecting all other forms of authority (government, court system, law enforcement, the pastor, the church, etc.).
· “…﻿with a sincere heart, as you would Christ” (Ephesians 6:5).  
· Parents should lead by example by always giving their best effort and teaching their children to do their best because whatever they do—they are doing it for Christ.
· “…not by the way of eye-service” (Ephesians 6:6).  
· Parents should teach their children by example and admonition to work hard whether they are supervised or not.
· “…as people-pleasers” (Ephesians 6:6). 
· Parents should teach their not to do anything merely to gain the approval of men. 
· “…but as servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, rendering service with a good will as to the Lord and not to man” (Ephesians 6:6,7).  
· Our children need to be taught that whatever they do, they should do it with the same diligence as if they were doing it for Christ Himself because in reality, they are.
· “…knowing that whatever good anyone does, this he will receive back from the Lord, ﻿whether he is a slave or free” (Ephesians 6:8). 
· Children should be taught that obedience and excellence will always be honored by the Lord even if others don’t acknowledge their efforts. 
What are the consequences of a believer giving a half-hearted effort in their work in the following areas?
· In the family?

· We could inadvertently destroy our family from within.

· We would be sending the wrong message to our spouse and children.

· At your place of employment?
· We might not get a promotion, a bonus, or we could even lose our job.
· Among your co-workers?
· Our co-workers would lose respect for us.

· Our co-workers could lose respect for Christ because of our poor example. 

· With the Lord?
· We would lose the blessings of obedience in the here and now and forfeit the rewards that Christ will give in the future. 

· In your church?
· Other believers would lose respect for us.
· Other believers would have to do or redo our work.

Optional Biblical example  
Josh 24:14-15 (read all of chapter 24 for background)
 15 But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD." (from New International Version)
Time does not allow for a full study of this passage and the surrounding events. For the “No Ordinay Family” emphasis. It is ample to say that as Joshua was leading the Israelites, he called for them to make a choice. He summarizes his commitment to serve God by saying But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD." 
This illustration summarizes the first step for the families/Households of Trinity Baptist to become “No Ordinary Family”


They must make a commitment/Obedience to “serve the lord”
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  10 Minutes
Obedience to God is not always easy and does not always make sense but it is the only way to live!  May we, like Joshua so long ago, declare, “But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord” (Joshua 24:15).

As we close, let us suggest several questions that we all need to ask ourselves this week:

· “Am I treating those in authority over me with respect and honor the same way that I would treat the Lord Jesus?”  If you can think of anyone, then you need to go to them, confess your sin, and ask their forgiveness.

· “Am I treating those under my authority the way that I want them to treat me?”  If you can think of anyone, then you know what you need to do.

· “Is there any area of my life where I have not been obedient to the Lord?”  If there is, commit yourself to obey the Lord this very minute!

· Begin now to thing about making a commitment to become “No Ordinary Family”
· Close the lesson the challenging class members to discuss with their family this week about what it means to be “No Ordinary Family”  
Making it Practical

Hand Outs

Even though we have made a decision to follow God as a family, in every day living we are faced with tough decisions. Families today are bombarded with social and peer pressures to often make decisions that would compromise their obedience to Christ.

The following handouts can help families stay obedient to the Word of God when it is difficult to know what to do.

1. Tough Decisions: Right From Wrong

Think of a real life difficult decision that a family might have to make and walk the class through the decision making process using this handout.

2. The New Testament in Gray areas. 

Ephesians 6:5-9 (ESV)





5 “﻿Slaves, obey your earthly masters﻿ with fear and trembling, ﻿with a sincere heart, ﻿as you would Christ, 





6 not by the way of eye-service, as ﻿people-pleasers, but as servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, 





7 rendering service with a good will as to the Lord and not to man,





8 knowing that whatever good anyone does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether he is a slave or free. 





9 Masters, do the same to them, ﻿and stop your threatening, knowing that ﻿he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and that ﻿there is no partiality with him.”
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