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THE SERVING FAMILY
February 27, 2011
“he” (v. 11)—Christ (Ephesians 4:7-10).
“gave” (v. 11)—To appoint.

“apostles” (v. 11)—In a technical sense, the word is used of the twelve disciples (including Matthias who replaced Judas—Acts 1:26) and Paul (I Corinthians 15:7-9; 12:28).  All had been personal witnesses to Christ’s resurrection (Acts 1:22-24; Acts 9:3-9).   
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“prophets” (v. 11)—Specially gifted men who sometimes spoke new revelation from God (Acts 11:21-28; 21:9,11) and at other times expounded on revelation already given (Acts 13:1; 15:32).
“evangelists” (v. 11)—Itinerant preachers who preached the Gospel in new areas. 
“shepherds and teachers” (v. 11)—This could refer to pastors and teachers separately although some linguists believe that it might be best translated as “teaching pastors” (I Timothy 5:17).
“equip” (v. 12)—The purpose of God giving gifted men to the church was to assist every believer to become complete, spiritually mature, and fully ready to do the Lord’s work (Colossians 1:28; 4:12).

“the saints” (v. 12)—All New Testament believers.

“for the work of the ministry” (v. 12)—The ministry is to be done by the saints who have been prepared to do the work.
“for building up” (v. 12)—For the spiritual growth of Christ’s Church.
“the body of Christ” (v. 12)—A reference to Christ’s Church.
“knowledge of the Son of God” (v. 13)—A deep, intimate, and personal knowledge of Christ.
“measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ” (v. 13)—Spiritual growth is the result of a life-long pursuit of becoming like Christ (Ephesians 4:15).
“grow up” (v. 15)—To spiritually mature.  

“head” (v. 15)—“Head” speaks of authority.  Christ, as the head of the body (the Church), directs the body’s functions.
“from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love” (vs. 16)—A joint is where two separate bones meet and are bound together by ligaments so as to work together in harmony with each other.  Jesus, as the head of the Church, is the spiritual ligament that unites individual believers together in the body of Christ so that they work in harmony and develop a strong bond of love for one another.
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 15 Minutes
Spend the first fifteen minutes of your time together speaking with one-another and greeting any guests.

OPENING PRAYER

Open the meeting in prayer by asking for a volunteer to pray or by praying yourself.
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 5 Minutes
To get the discussion started, ask the following “Icebreaker” question:

If you had a camera and had the ability to take only one picture, what one picture would you take that would be a picture of  service/servanthood? 
What does “service” look like within the church body?
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 5 Minutes
Talk to almost any pastor today and he will tell you that the greatest need in the church he pastors church is dedicated workers.  According to researchers, the average church in America is subject to the Pareto Principle, more commonly known as the 80/20 Rule: 20% of the members of a local church do 80% of the work.  The problem of dedicated workers is not new for Jesus Himself instructed the disciples to ask God the Father to send laborers into the harvest field (Matthew 9:37, 38).  
In our lesson today, we will see God’s plan for the local church and the end result when both pastors and laymen assume their God-given responsibility. In addition we will offer some practical tips (see handout) on serving as a family
SCRIPTURE READING

Ask a volunteer to read Ephesians 4:11-16 aloud to the group or read it yourself.
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 20 Minutes
The key thought in our text is found in verses 11 and 12.  Ask someone to read this passage out loud to the group.
Ephesians 4:11, 12: “And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry…” 
According to this passage, God gave gifted men to the church “to equip the saints for the work of the ministry.”  The purpose of God giving gifted men to the church was to make every believer fully complete, spiritually mature, or fully ready to do the Lord’s work (Colossians 1:28; 4:12).
Why do you think it is God’s plan for the saints to do the work of the ministry and not only the pastors?  
· If the ministry is limited to just the pastors, you would have only a few people in very few places at the same time.  If all believers are doing the work of the ministry, you have many people, in many places, doing the work of the ministry all at the same time.
· Laymen can reach people a pastor never could.

· Laymen have spiritual gifts, abilities, interests, and experience that a pastor does not have.  Therefore, they can do a better job of ministering than a pastor.
In Ephesians 4:12-16, Paul shared the spiritual results when believers are equipped and begin to do the work of the ministry.  How many can you identify?  Why is each of these important?
· Spiritual growth of the local church: “…for building up the body of Christ…when each part is working properly, makes the body grow” (Ephesians 4:12, 16).  Spiritual maturity is a major goal of the church. 
· Spiritual unity of the local church: “Until we all attain to the unity of the faith” (Ephesians 4:13).  A church must be in unity to be effective in ministry.
· A deep, intimate, and personal knowledge of Jesus Christ: “…and of the knowledge of the Son of God” (Ephesians 4:13).  God desires an intimate relationship with every believer.
· Spiritual maturity of the believer: “…to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, so that we may no longer be children…we are to grow up in every way into him” (Ephesians 4:13-15).  Great churches are built upon great Christians!
· Immunity to false doctrine: “So that we may no longer be children, ﻿tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in ﻿deceitful schemes” (Ephesians 4:14).  False doctrine “shipwrecks” a believer’s faith and nullifies the good they would have accomplished for God.
· Personal evangelism: “Rather, speaking the truth in love…” (Ephesians 4:15).  Personal evangelism is the doorway through which new believers are brought into God’s kingdom.
· The local church is permeated by love: “…that it builds itself up in love” (Ephesians 4:16).  Love is a characteristic of true believers (John 13:35) and attracts the lost.
Why do you think that it is important for every believer to belong to a New Testament Church?

· Church attendance is commanded (Hebrews 10:25).

· It is the Scriptural pattern:

· The pattern in the book of Acts was salvation, baptism, and then service through a local church.

· The Apostles planted New Testament churches on their missionary journeys.

· Nine of the twenty-seven New Testament Epistles are addressed specifically to New Testament churches (Romans, I and II Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, I and II Thessalonians), three Epistles were written to teach how to establish and lead local New Testament churches (I and II Timothy and Titus), one Epistle was written to a member of a local church in Colosse (Philemon), and one Epistle was written to seven local churches in Asia Minor (Revelation).
· It is through the ministries of the local church that we fulfill the Great Commission.

· Believers grow spiritually through the ministries of the local church.

· Believers are taught the word of God through the ministries of the local church.

· Believers develop deep personal relationships with other believers.

· Believers are accountable to one another.

· Believers worship the Lord publicly.

· Believers receive encouragement and support when the storms of life hit.

· It is the place where we can use our spiritual gifts.

· We can observe the two church ordinances—baptism and the Lord’s Supper.

· Serving through the local church fulfills the “body” metaphor of the New Testament (Romans 12:4-8; I Corinthians 12:12-30; Ephesians 4:11-16).
· It is God’s appointed place to give our tithes.
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 5 Minutes
(If time allows)

*Do not forego the practical aspects of how this lesson can be applied in the “Taking it home section”
Ask everyone to open their Bibles to Romans chapter 12.  Ask someone to read Romans 12:4-8 to the group.

Romans 12:4-8: “For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, 5 so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 6 Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7 if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8 the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with ﻿ cheerfulness.”
What principles do we learn from this passage of Scripture that refer to believers serving the Lord through Christ’s church?
· As the human body is one body made up of many different parts each performing a different function, so the Christ’s Church is one body made up of many members each performing a different role or function. 

· Christ has designed believers to work uniquely but at the same time in harmony with other believers.

· All believers have been given spiritual gifts by the Lord.
· Not all believers have the same gifts.

· Spiritual gifts have been given to be used in Christ’s Church.
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 10 Minutes
In Ephesians chapter four, Paul compared the local church to the human body (see also Romans 12:4-8 and I Corinthians 12:12-30).  Jesus Christ is the head of the body and directs all the activities of the body.  The body itself is made up of many individual parts that work in harmony together as they are connected to Jesus Christ.  The body’s spiritual growth and effectiveness is totally dependent upon all of the members submitting to the authority of the Head (Jesus Christ) and working together in unity.  
In a similar manner, the success of the Christian home is dependent upon every member of the family submitting to the authority of Christ, to each other, and working together in unity.  May we resolve to follow God’s blueprint that our home may be honoring to Christ!
As we close, let us suggest several questions that we all need to ask ourselves this week:

· “What evidence is there that I am personally growing in my spiritual walk with the Lord?”  If you come to the conclusion that the Lord is not satisfied with your spiritual growth, contact us as we would love to help you pursue Christlikeness.
· How am I an example of servant hood to my family?

· In what ways have I sought to involve my whole family in serving together. 
· “Do I know what my spiritual gifts are?”  If not, contact us and let us help you discover them.
· “Am I using my giftedness to serve the Lord through His church?”  
· See the Handout “SERVING AS A FAMILY”

Contents of this article include

· What is service?

· Teaching service.

· What service looks like.

· Why service is necessary

· Practical service.

This handout offers good practical ideas for a family serving together.

Ephesians 4:11-16 (ESV)





11 “And ﻿he gave the ﻿apostles, the prophets, the ﻿evangelists, the ﻿shepherds and teachers, 





12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 





13 until we all attain to ﻿the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, ﻿to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of ﻿the fullness of Christ, 





14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes.





15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ,





16 ﻿from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, ﻿when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.” 
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